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SUBJ: POTENTIAL DIVISION OF AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT (AUB) 

1 . IN A CONVERSATION WITH ME AT LUNCH ON JUNE 1 1 , AUB 
DEAN OF ARTS AND SCIENCES ELIE SALEM REMARKED THAT FUTURE 
OF UNIVERSITY'S BRANCH IN EAST BEIRUT WAS POTENTIALLY 
EXPLOSIVE ISSUE. (BRANCH WAS ESTABLISHED DURING FIGHTING 
IN 1976 AS TEMPORARY MEASURE AND HAS ABOUT 210 STUDENTS 
ENROLLED). 

2. SALEM SAID THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, HE WAS VISITED BY 
DELEGATION OF PHALANGIST STUDENTS FROM EAST BEIRUT BRANCH 
ON JUNE 10. THEY URGED UNIVERSITY TO MAINTAIN BRANCH 

IN EAST BEIRUT FOR AT LEAST "THREE TO FOUR YEARS." SALEM 
TOLD STUDENTS HE WAS NOT PREPARED TO DISCUSS ISSUE WITH 
THEM, BUT WOULD BE HAPPY TO DO SO WITH BECHIR GEMAYEL. 

SALEM TOLD ME THAT VAST MAJORITY OF FACULTY WERE OPPOSED TO 
SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT, WHICH WOULD HAVE EFFECT OF PERMANENTLY 
CREATING TWO UNIVERSITY DIVISIONS. 

3. ACCORDING TO SALEM, PHALANGE MAINTAINED TWO BRANCHES 
WERE NECESSARY BECAUSE STUDENTS WERE AFRAID TO CROSS INTO 
WEST BEIRUT. HOWEVER, HE RELIEVED THIS EXPLANATION WAS 

"90 PERCENT INSINCERE." STUDENT DELEGATION, FOR EXAMPLE, 
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HAD CROSSED INTO WEST BEIRUT TO SEE HIM. IN FACT, PHALANGE 
WANTED TO ESTABLISH AS MANY EDUCATIONAL AND GOVERNMENTAL 
INSTITUTIONS AS POSSIBLE IN EAST BEIRUT ON PERMANENT BASIS. 

4. SALEM ALSO NOTED THAT RETURN OF EAST BEIRUT BRANCH 
STUDENTS TO WEST BEIRUT CAMPUS WOULD HAVE EFFECT OF TIPPING 
POLITICAL BALANCE ON CAMPUS IN FAVOR OF CHRISTIANS. HE SAID 
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THERE WERE NOW ABOUT "250 PALESTINIANS" ENROLLED AT AUB 
WHO COULD BE "CALLED UP FOR POLITICAL ACTION." IF STUDENTS 
FROM EAST BEIRUT RETURNED, THERE WOULD BE 400-500 CHRISTIANS 
WHO COULD BE CALLED UP FOR POLITICAL ACTION, THUS MAKING THEM 
MOST INFLUENTIAL STUDENT FORCE. 

5. COMMENT: I HAVE ASKED SALEM AND ACTING AUB PRESIDENT 
COWAN IF THEY COULD GUARANTEE THE SAFETY OF MARONITE 
STUDENTS WHO MAY BE IDENTIFIED AS HAVING PARTICIPATED IN 
THIS FIGHTING. THEY SAID THEY COULD NOT, OF COURSE. BUT 
MANY CHRISTIANS WERE ALREADY ATTENDING COURSES AT MAIN CAMPUS. 
I SAID THAT WE HAD ALREADY TOLD BECHIR GEMAYEL THAT WHILE 
WE REALIZED SOME TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION MIGHT BE NEEDED FOR 
STUDENTS IN EAST BEIRUT. WE WERE FIRMLY OPPOSED TO ANY MEA- 
SURES WHICH WOULD PERMANENTLY DIVIDE UNIVERSITY ALONG CON- 
FESSIONAL LINES. 

PARKER 
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